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Former Missionary to Argentina

Why
MissionaryI can’t be a

Part 1



“But I’m not called”
You don’t know how many people I’ve 
met who have said to me “I agree that 
more people need to go to the mission 
field, but I’ve never heard God tell me to 

go.”
Well, the truth is that God has already told you 
to go in His Word. In fact, He commands you 
to go… “Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the Gospel to every creature.” (Mark 16:15) 
That’s right… YOU ARE CALLED!
In fact, if you don’t go, you need a specific 
calling from God to stay home. Has God 
definitely told you not to “go” somewhere 
outside your country to preach the Gospel? If 
He hasn’t, then you’d better start praying 
WHERE to go, instead of IF you should go – 
for again, you’re already called!

2. “But my family and friends would 
frown upon me going.”

“He who loves father or mother more than Me 
is not worthy of Me…” (Matt. 10:37) God is 
very clear about whose approval we should 
seek. It’s shocking to me how even Christian 
parents react when their children say that 
they’d like to go for training as a full-time 
Christian worker. “A missionary! Are you 
crazy?!” It’s as if they’ve announced they’d like 
to be a thief or a prostitute.
It is true that God wants us to honor our 
parents and love our friends, but He has also 
made it clear in His Word that this honor and 
love must not exceed our love and obedience 
to Him and His calling on our lives. We should 
always try our best to explain God’s call to our 
families, lovingly and patiently, but the bottom 
line must be that we will obey Christ no matter 
what the cost. We should always try to get our 
family’s understanding and blessing when God 
makes our ministry clear to us, but we must 
also always be ready to leave “houses or 
brothers or sisters or father or mother or 
children or farms” for His sake “and for the 
Gospel’s sake.” (Mark 10:29)

3 “But I need to stay here and lead 
my relatives to the Lord first. If I 
go somewhere else, how can 
they get saved?”

There was once a man who wanted to follow 
and obey Jesus, but he said to Him, “Lord, 
permit me first to go and bury my father.” 
Jesus’ answer to him was, “Follow me; and 
allow the dead to bury their own dead.” (Matt. 
8:21-22)

This may sound cruel of Jesus not to allow the 
man to have a funeral for his dead father – but 
most likely, the man’s father had not died yet. 
The phrase “wait until I bury my father” was 
sometimes used to say “wait until my father 
has died.” What he was really saying was, “I’d 
like to follow You now, but You see, my parents 
wouldn’t understand. Please wait until after 
they’ve died, and then I’ll be more than glad to 
follow You!”
Jesus’ answer was appropriate… “allow the 
dead to bury their own dead.” In other words, 
“allow the unbelievers to take care of 
themselves, and follow Me!” Jesus doesn’t 
want us to throw our usefulness away because 
our relatives are not yet saved. The greatest 
witness they can see is you fully obeying the 
call of God on your life. Jesus didn’t want this 
man’s father to be buried – He wanted the 
young man to follow Him, and then maybe 
even the man’s father would come to know 
Him too. Obedience is truly greater than 
sacrifice (I Samuel 15:22) – when we obey 
God, He takes care of all our other obligations. 
(Matthew 6:33)

4 “But I need to get an education 
first.”

I don’t believe that God wants every Christian 
to go to college just because, “Well, everyone 
goes to college now, unless they’re too dumb!” 
You shouldn’t go to college unless God has 
definitely called you to go. Just like everything 
else in our Christian lives, He’s the Master, 
we’re the servants.  He’s the General, we’re 
the soldiers. If you’re really a Christian, you’re 
at the beck and command of the King. If you’re 
not at His command, then you’re really not a 
Christian.
Yes, God does call some people to go to 
college. Sometimes it’s to get training for a 
ministry calling He’s made clear to them. For 
instance, if you know what country you’re 
called to, perhaps God would lead you to learn 
the language and culture somewhat before 
you go (although the very best place to learn is 
within the country itself – it’s a definite “crash 
course”!)
Of course, another reason God might lead you 
to college is to minister to people right there on 
the campus – as well as to mature emotionally 
and spiritually. But be careful! Make sure 
you’re there in direct obedience to God, or 
else you’re wasting your time – and His.
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“Some Mischief  
will come upon us”

Pastor’s Perspective:

If we hold our peace



believe that the church has many times 
failed to carry the good tidings or gospel 
message to the world. We live in a time of 

blessing. We have salvation. We have seen God 
answer our prayers and meet our needs. We 
have seen God save and transform lives yet we 
have failed to get this message outside our 
“Baptist Bubble” or “Christian Cocoon” even in 
our own country. 
We send missionaries but only as God calls 
them and sends them our way. We see them 
almost as a nuisance due to the fact that they 
are super Christians and want to live in another 
country. 
How many times have we as pastors and 
Christian leaders prayed for and set out to raise 
up laborers for the harvest fields of our Lord. 
How many Christians have we equipped to take 
the message even to their neighbors much less 
the world? 

Could it be that the reason we are failing in our 
country and churches is that some mischief has 
befallen us? Could it be that God is slowly 
taking His hand of off our country like he seems 
to have done with Italy, then Germany, then 
Great Britain? 
I mean by that these countries were greatly used 
of God to get the message of Christ to the world 
but now are in need of missionaries. I mean by 
that the church of Jerusalem that so callously 
kept the gospel message for their own that they 
slowly were passed over by the Holy Spirit until 
He used Antioch to do what He had first 
commanded them to do. 
How many of our young people are we losing to 
selfishness, sin, and worldliness? It is a day of 
Good Tidings. We must be about our Father’s 
business. We must not hold our peace. Let’s give 
our lives to fulfill the Great Commission of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

II Kings 7:9 Then they said one to another, We do not well: this 
day is a day of good tidings, and we hold our peace: if we tarry 
till the morning light, some mischief will come upon us: now 
therefore come, that we may go and tell the king’s household.

I

RESTRICTED NATION

HOSTILE NATION
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Waiting is quite annoying. It almost feels 
like a state of limbo: not having reached a 
destination. Unsettled, even idleness 
perhaps.Waiting isn’t just confined to a traffic 
light or doctor’s office; it can also be a season 
of life. 
During the time I was seeking God about 
where to go to college and what to do with my 
life, He taught me a valuable lesson. The word 
“wait” is a verb – an action verb. Waiting 
doesn’t have to be a sedentary thing; it can be 
an active thing. 
Psalms 27:14 – Wait on the LORD: be of good 
courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: 
wait, I say, on the LORD. 
Psalms 62:5 – My soul, wait thou only upon 
God; for my expectation [is] from him. 
David was anointed king long before he was 
crowned king of all Israel. 15 years in fact. 
During his season of waiting, he was not idle. 
He led mighty men. He fought a giant. He 
wrote many Psalms. He learned many skills he 
would one day need as king. He definitely had 
his low times, but he never gave up. He always 
trusted God’s timing and was not idle. 
I had a season of life in which I waited for a 
long time. Growing up, I just assumed I’d meet 
some wonderful man in college, get married, 
and live happily ever after. God had different 
plans for me. I kept thinking “I’ll meet 
someone soon,” and yet, still no one. 
After college, I knew I wanted to be in full 
time ministry. I got involved at church. 
Anytime there was something going on at 
church, I was there. I learned so much this 
way! I learned how to help in the nursery. I 
learned how to get all the items prepared for 
the preacher to do the Lord’s supper. I learned 
how to go on visitation.  
While being busy and involved at church, the 
opportunity came to go on a missions trip. I 
volunteered! While teaching at the Christian  

school and an opportunity came to spend 6 
weeks in North Africa – I volunteered! While 
on the 6 week trip, the missionaries asked if I 
might be willing to work with them in North 
Africa as a missionary. I volunteered! While in 
North Africa, serving as a single missionary, I 
met my husband. It was always while I was 
busy serving that God opened up new doors 
and ultimately how I met my husband. 

All those skills that I learned while I was 
waiting…I have used them all on the field. All 
the things I learned as a single missionary, I 
will use on the field as a missionary wife. Was 
waiting easy? No. But, God used the times of 
waiting in my life. Instead of being idle or 
sedentary during my times of waiting, I was 
active. 
How do you change waiting from sedentary to 
action?  
 • Look for things to do. 
 • Looks for gaps to fill. 
 • Look for ways to learn in your current 

season. 
 • Volunteer when opportunities come. 
Waiting can be a time of service, growth, 
experience, and learning. Don’t let your season 
of waiting go to waste!

Waiting… 
By Beth Quinn

Women Behind the Scenes:

Beth Quinn  
Vision Baptist Missions 

Missionary to India

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Psalms-27-14/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Psalms-62-5/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Psalms-27-14/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Psalms-62-5/
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1 Get people from your church to prepare 
cards and notes to send to your missionary.

A Have special cards and notes sent 
to the children.

B Have everyone put in a few dollars 
in each card to make it very exciting 
for the children to open

C Adults might send gift cards for 
iTunes or Amazon in the cards

2 Get together some goodies to send to your 
missionary. Be sure to contact them and 
make sure that they will not have to pay 
customs on whatever you send them

3 Be prepared to report on your missionary in 
the missionary presentations for the Goer 
Sender Coalition

4 Make sure that you keep their name in the 
church bulletin, on the church facebook 
page, etc

5 Ever so often set up a display from their 
country, give out their prayer cards, and get 
people talking about your missionary

6 Figure out ways to make the missionary 
know that their family is loved and 
remembered

7 When they come to the church have a gift 
basket, candy for the kids etc

8 Really pray for your missionary
A Pray for their families that they miss 

very much

B Pray for their health
C Pray for their walk with the Lord
D Pray for their physical and financial 

needs
E Pray for their emotional needs
F Pray that they will be able to learn 

the language
G Pray that they will be able to preach 

clearly and boldly
H Pray that they will be able to over 

come loneliness
I Pray God will use them
J Pray that they will be able to stand 

against the devil and all of his traps
9 Do nice things for the missionary kids
10 Make sure his wife feels loved

Trent & Stephanie Cornwell, 
Assistant Pastor 

at Vision Baptist Church

Micah & Kathryn Rastelli
Missionaries to the country
of Bosnia
http://www.visionsee.org

On the Road

Ideas for Missionary Senders

http://www.visionsee.org
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From the Field:  Steps To Becoming A Missionary:

buen dia

Patrick Henry
Missionaries to Argentina



We arrived in Argentina on March 26, 2017. 

I remember the ride from the airport to the 
apartment we would be staying in. It was over an 
hour drive with a man I barely knew who only 
spoke Spanish. I knew a little Spanish and was 
excited to show him how much I knew. I quickly 
realized I did not know what I thought I knew. 
The ride seemed to never end as I tried my best 
to make conversation. I knew I was not as strong 
in the language as I thought I was. Looking back 
with my friend (the man who picked us up that 
day), he said we spoke more trying to make 
symbols with our hands than with words on that 
day. I am thankful for that day, because it 
exposed our need to learn the language. 
We have lived in Argentina for over a year now. 
We are still learning the language. I guess we 
will always be learning the language. I am able 
to converse. I preach 3 times a week, lead the 
church services, and lead discipleship lessons 
with a few who are attending church. I have days 
when I speak very well in the language and then 
there are times when I struggle. I believe this to 
be part of the process. So the question is, "How 
do you learn a language?" A few thoughts… 

 Learning the language is not an 
option! Learning the language is extremely 
important. You will not make any lasting 
relationship without being able to speak in their 
language. God can obviously still use a man who 
does not know the language, but God could also 
do the work without that man, so I don't believe 
that to be a reason to not learn the language. 
  
 Learning a language is more than 
just learning the rules. Languages have rules, 
and they are important, but a person can learn 
every rule of the language and understand the 
mechanics of it all but still not be able to 
converse. And that is the whole point of learning 
the language, to communicate! 
  

 The keyword to learning a language 
is "PRACTICE!" You must talk and you must 
listen. It is much more than just having the local 
news channel on in the background. You must 
g i ve 100% o f your a t ten t ion to each 
conversation. You must get out of your house 
and talk with others. Practice, practice, practice! 
It is the same old thing every day. At first you 
will think it is not working. Before long you will 
be talking more and more, then you will hit a 
"plateau;" you must keep practicing. The way 
you practice is by talking and listening! 

 Learning the language is making 
friends. I know a man who was a missionary for 
several years. He can somewhat speak the 
language of the country he was in. But while he 
was learning the language, he said that there was 
no one in the country that he could practice the 
language with. That is obviously not true. I will 
give you my life as an example. Every neighbor 
around me speaks Spanish. The people at the 
fruit/vegetable store, butcher shop, bakery, 
barbershop, restaurants, super market - they all 
speak Spanish! Everyone speaks Spanish. Most 
people are very curious about why we are here, 
which makes conversing even easier! Almost 
everyone in the country speaks the language 
that you are trying to learn. You just have to get 
out of your "comfort zone" and talk to them! 

 Learning the language is living by a 
schedule. You must purposely set a schedule to 
practice the language and live by that schedule. 
This is more than just going to "language 
school" each day for a few hours. It is what you 
do before and after that class that matters most! 
My schedule started in the morning with 
watching a Disney show in Spanish on the 
television. I did this because the content was for 
very little children so the words would be more 
on a beginner level. Even so, I still had a hard 
time understanding for many months! 

Continued on pg 14

Language Learning 101 
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After watching the shows, I would go to the local 
butcher shop (it is 2 blocks from my house). I spent 
from around 9:30am to 1:00pm with them 
practicing my Spanish. It was awkward at first but 
they have grown to love us. I am thankful for that 
relationship. They closed shop at 1pm for siesta, so 
I went home, ate lunch, and then we went to 
language school. We usually arrived back home 
from language school around 5:00-5:30pm. I would 
then go to the local seminary and join in a few 
classes. This was from 7:00-10:00pm. My life was 
learning the language. Every day was different but 
each day involved talking and listening. 

Learning the language is a life-long process. I 
remarked earlier that we will always be learning the 
language. I meant it. Unfortunately, I will never get 
to the place of "all-knowing," "completely fluent," 
Spanish speaker. The truth is, I am still learning 
English, even though it is my natural language. I 
was reading a book in English, while on deputation, 
and came across a word I had never heard of 
before. I have spoken English for well over 33 years 
now and I still don't know everything. I don't think 
I will ever know everything about Spanish either. 
Learning the language is a life-long process. 

There is much more that can be said. I am nowhere 
near the proficiency I would like to have. I still 
struggle trying to find the correct word. I still mis-
conjugate a verb from time to time. I still walk away 

from a conversation not exactly sure what the other 
person just said. It happens, but it is happening less 
frequently. I close this article with two books I 
suggest every language learner should read. 
Language Acquisition Made Practical (LAMP) and 
Fluent in Three Months. Both books are great. 
LAMP is much more exhaustive and is not easy to 
find, but is worth the trouble of looking for it! 
Fluent in Three Months was written by a polyglot (a 
person who speaks multiple languages). He is an 
atheist, something as missionaries we obviously 
don't agree with, but he sets forth good principles 
to learning another language (spoiler alert: you will 
not learn a language in 3 months unless it is your 
third or fourth language). They both teach some of 

the same 
principles, 
but the 
LAMP book 
will explain 
step by step 
how to learn 
a language. 
Lastly, 
learning a 
language is 
an adventure, 
so don't take 
yourself too 
seriously and 
enjoy it!

Why should churches support missionaries? Missionaries need 
to have this support so they can go to a foreign country and do 
their ministry. In many countries, you are not allowed to work, 
so in order for a missionary and his family to have an income 
they rely on support from churches and individuals in the 
states. Also, if they had to work it would make it harder for 
them to be fully focused on the ministry and field to which 
God has called them. So missionaries travel around church to 
church presenting their ministries and preaching in order to 
raise both prayer and financial support. Without the financial 
support a missionary would not be able to properly do his job 
and work on planting churches and training men to get the 
gospel all around the world! 

Deputation Corner

Brady & Sarah Van Winkle, 
Missionaries to the country Turkey

Patrick & Leslie Henry
Missionaries to Argentina



https://www.visionmissions.com/events/vision-tours/

February 10, 2018
Antioch Baptist Church

Pickens, SC

Go to facebook.com/wecvbm for more information or to register!

World Evangelism
CONFERENCES
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Australia

 Australia, Papua New Guinea, 
East Timor and portions of Indonesia 

 Population : 36,000,000

 4 Countries :
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